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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1 1. A method cojnprising: 

2 receiving a cbmrnunication from a first communication device, the communication having 

3 associated therewith a first identifying information; 
authenticating a user of the first communication device; and 
replacing tme first identifying information with second identifying information. 
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2. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

retrievir^g the second identifying information as a function of an identity of the user as 
authenticated. 

The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

receiving the second identifying information from the user via the first communication 

device. 

4. The mVthod of claim 3 further comprising: 
prompting the user to enter the second identifying information. 

5. The methodvof claim 1 further comprising: 
providing to me user via the first communication device a plurality of predetermined sets of 

alternate identifying information; and 

receiving from t^ user a selection of one of the predetermined sets of alternate identifying 
information to use as the ^cond identifying information. 

6. The method of claim Vwherein authenticating the user comprises: 

receiving from the user Va the first communication device authentication data; and 
comparing the authenticatron data against a set of known-authentic data. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherei\ the authentication data comprise a PIN. 
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1 8 The method of any of claims 1-7 further comprising: 

2 connecting the communication to a second communication device; and 

3 presenting the second identifying information to the second communication device. 



1 9. ^e method of any of claims 1-7 wherein: 

2 Lii^method is performed in a telephone network; 

3 the first identifying information comprises caller ID information; and 

4 the method further comprises, 

5 V^ohnecting the communication to a second communication device, and 

6 presenting the second identifying information to the second communication device. 

7 '\ 

1 10. A method cinmprising: 

2 , p receiving a i4ummunication from a first communication device; 

3 ^ authenticating^ a user of the first communication device; 

4 \M pursuant to authentication of the user, selecting custom ID information; 

5 connecting the Communication from the first communication device to a second 

6 '""^ communication device: fend 

•i 

1 ^ delivering the custom ID information to the second communication device. 

« ru 

1 i=f 11. The method of clairi* 10 further comprising: 

2 Q receiving from the us^r a first input to override a first ID information associated with the first 

3 communication device; and 

4 the delivering of the cu.^om ID information replaces the first ID information with the custom 

5 ID information. 
6 

1 12. The method of claim 10 w|{ierein the authenticating of the user comprises: 

2 receiving from the user a second input which the user has entered at the first communication 

3 device; and 

4 comparing the second input . 'gainst a set of known- valid data. 
5 

1 13. The method of claim 10 furthe "^comprising: 
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\^eceiving from the user a third input to select the custom ID information from a plurality of 
pre-deict^ined data. 

14. Theymethod of claim 10 further comprising: 

receiying the custom ID information from the user via the first communication device. 

15. The m^hod of any of claims 10-14 wherein the method is performed in a caller ED service of 
a telephone network. 

16. A method for use inf a communication system which includes, coupled to a communication 
network, a first communioation device, a second communication device, and a custom ID service, 
the method comprising tMe custom ID service: 

receiving a com|Tiunication from the first communication device via the communication 
network; 

receiving authjfentication data from the first communication device via the communication 
network; 

validating thd authentication data; 

connecting tpe communication to the second communication device via the communication 
network; and 

presenting iustom ID information to the second communication device via the 
communication network. 

17. The method of clamTT^^umiej^onjprismg: 
looking ub the custom ID inforWtion as a function of the authentication data. 

18. The metnod of claim 16 further comprising: 
promptmg the user to enter the custom ID information; and 
receiving the custom ID information from the first communication device via the 

communication network. 

19. The method of claim 16 further comprising: 
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receiving from the firstycommunication device via the communication network a selection of 
one of a plurality of predetemiined sets of custom JD information. 

20. The method of any ob claims 16-19 wherein the communication network comprises a 
telephone network and the custom ID service negotiates with the telephone network to cause the 



telephone network to dehvei 



21. An apparatus for use 



the custom ID information as caller ID information. 



with first and second communication devices, the apparatus comprising: 
a plurality of communication interfaces through which the communication devices can 
connect to the apparatus; 

a conmiunication roijting mechanism, coupled to the plurality of communication interfaces, 
for connecting the first communication device to the second communication device; 

a global ID service, coupled to the communication routing mechanism, for delivering to the 
second communication device data identifying the first communication device; and 

a custom ID servic5i.£Qugled to the global ID service, for providing custom ID information 
for delivery to the second'^tonimunication d^ce. 




22. The apparatus of cflaim 21 wl^rein the custom ID service comprises: 
means for authenmcating a user oiHhe first communication device. 

23. The apparatus of /claim 22 wherein the custom ID service further comprises: 
means for selecting the custom ID information in response to data identifying the 

authenticated user. 

24. The apparatus ©f claim 22 wherein the custom ID service further comprises: 
means for receiving the custom ID information from the user. 



predetermined sets o 



25. The apparatus of claim 24 wherein the means for receiving the custom ID information 
comprises: 

means for pre mpting the user to select the custom ID information from a plurality of 
■ data; and 

means for redeiving a selection from the user. 
).P1047 
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26. The apparatus of ahy claim 21-25 wherein the global ID service comprises a caller ID 
mechanism and the custom ED information is presented in lieu of caller ID info which would 
otherwise have been preiented for the first communication device. 

27. An apparatus foi use with a communication network having a communication routing 
mechanism for connecting a communication from a first communication device to a second 
conmiunication device and having an ID service for providing to the second communication device 
first ID information associated with the first communication device, the apparatus comprising: 

means for coupiling to the communication network to receive a communication from the first 
communication device; 

means for auth'orizing usage of the apparatus; and 

means for providing custom ID information to the communication network for the 
communication netwirk to provide to the second communication device. 




28. The apparatus of clai^27''\^erein the means for authorizing comprises: 

means for reoeiving a firsnhput data from the first communication device; and 
means for comparing the first input data against a plurality of pre-validated data. 



29. The apparatips of claim 27 wherein the means for providing custom ID information 
comprises: 

means for looking up the custom ID information in response to data from the means for 
authorizing. 



30. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the means for providing custom ID information 
comprises: 

means forteceiving the custom ID information from the first communication device. 

31. The apparatus of claim 27 wherein the means for providing custom ID information 
comprises: 

means foi prompting a user of the first communication device to select the custom ID 
information from a plurality of predetermined data; and 
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means for r^c^Viqg the user's selection. 
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